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Whig. He assisted in organizing the 
Republican party, but since the Civil 
\Var he has been a Democrat. Al
though eminently qualified to fill high 
stations, he has never accepted polit
ical office: 

The children born to Dr. Cotton 
and ~I rs. Cotton were: Henrietta, wife 
of ex-Go\'ernor \Vilson; ~annie C, 
wife of Frank Woodman; Sallie (Mrs. 
Donnelly) ; and John and Harry, both 
der.eased. )'lrs. Cotton is deceased. 
In religiolls belief, Dr. Cotton belongs 
~o the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

HON. NATHAN BAY SCOTT. 

HOX. X.\TH.\X B.\ Y SCOTT, 
who has long been prominent as a ma~l 
of affairs. has hel(\ many oftices of 
tru~t an(1 (Ii,;;charge(l the (Iuties COI1-

nected therewith in a most creditable 
manner; at the present time he repre
sents the State of \Vest Virginia in the 
LJnited States Senate. He is promin
ent in the councils of the Republican 
party, and has made a brilliant record 
in every phase of his public life. 

),[r. Scott was born in Guernsey 
County, Ohio, December 18, 18.p, and 
at the age of II years began his busi
ness life as a clerk in a country store, 
meanwhile attending the public schools 
during the winter months. In 1862 
he enlisted for service in the Union 
.-\rmy, and served until mustered out 
in 1865. He then returned to Wheel
ing, a city he has since called home. 
Since 1871 he has been engaged in the 
manufacture of glass and has been 
.,ince 1883 at the head of the Central 
Glass Company, which under his vig
orous management became one of the 
largest of its kind in the country. He 
organized the first savings bank in the 
State; he was elected its president, and 
is still at the head of the institution, 
which is one of the most successful in 
\\'est Virginia. He has been an exten
si\'e tra\'eler at home and abroad, and 
is a keen obsen'er and a broadminded 

man. 
)'lr. Scott is a Republican and has 

always been acti"e in party affairs. In 
] 880 he was elected a member of the 
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Henry Hook was engaged in the 
shoe business, during his active life, 
and died ahout 20 years ago. His 
widow died in 1890, having given birth 
to se\'en children.-most of whom are 
residents of Wheeling. 

George Hook was seven years of 
~ge when he accompanied his parents 
to this country in 18.+8. As a boy he 
attended the German Lutheran and 
public schools: Later he attended a 
business college in \Vheeling. and was 
graduated in 1874. His first active 
hnsiness was as a carriage trimmer 
with the firm of Pfarr & Kanner, and 
a short time afterward, in 1867 or 
1868, he formed a partnership with 
Charles Schrader, and bought out the 
old firm. They continued in the busi
ness about 10 years, under the firm 
name of Hook & Schrader. During 
the year J 865, l\lr. Hook served in the 
sheriffs office under Thomas J. Camp
bell. and was then electecl assessor of 
the city district, and sen'ed t\\'o years. 
lIe was elected clerk of the County 
("purt (If Ohio County and sen'ed three 
term~. or a period of 18 years, his in
cnmbcncy terminating in 1896. He is 
a mcml,cr of the Board of Trade. In 
J ~x I. hc hecame secretary and treas
l1rer of the \\'est Yirginia Exposition 
& ~tatc Fair Association. an(1 has ac
ceptahly tilled that office since. it~ du-

tics requmng much of his time 
throughout the year, particularly in the 
fall months. 

Mr. Hook was united in marriage 
with Sophia A. Lutz, a daughter of Se
bastian Lutz, and they have a daugh
ter, Clara. He is a Democrat in poli
tics, and in religious attachments a 
member of the German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. He resides in the 
Seventh \Vard on the Island. 

HON. ARNOLD C. SCHERR. 

1I0~. AR~OLD C. SCHERR, 
State .\tHlitnr of \Yest Virginia, was 
born in Zurich. Switzerland .. \ugust 
2 I, I8-\R. He accompanied his par
ents to .\merica when quite young, in 
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18y>, and they located in Preston 
County, Virginia, now \\'est Virginia, 
where he was educated in the common 
schools and subsequently took a busi
ness college course. 

~f r. Scherr entered into business 
life as a merchant at ~lays\'ilIe, \Vest 
Virginia. In 1&)3 he became inter
ested in the wool manufacturing busi
ness and established what are now 
known as the Keyser \Voolen Mills, 
at Keyser, Mineral County, \Vest Vir
ginia. 

As an active member of the Repuh
lit-an party, ~[r_ Scherr has been prom
inent in all the movements in his coun
ty and State, and has most capably 
filled a number of political positions. 
In Ig70 he was elected sheriff of Grant 
(onnty, \Vest Yirginia. in 1872 was 
re·e1ected and in 1880 was again made 
sheriff for a term of four years. In 
J g79 he was a member -of the 'Vest 
Virginia House of Delegates. For a 
period of 12 years he was a member of 
the Republican State Committee. and 
in 1884 was sent as a delegate to the 
Repuhlican K ational COI1\·ention. 
Gm'ernor ''''hite has about him men 
who are noted for their executive abil
ity and high personal character. and 
none more entirely satisfy hoth the ad
ministration and the puhlic than does 
Hon .. \rnold C. Scherr in the respon-

sible posItIOn of State Auditor. to 
which he was elected 111 1900 for a 
term of four years. 

DAVID 8. COLLINS. 

DAVID S. COLLIXS. president 
of the Collins Lumber Company of 
Charleston. Kanawha County. \Vest 
\'irginia, and one of the prominent 
hll~il~ess men of the State. was born 
October 31. 1850. at Hopkinton, Xew 
ITampshire. and is a son of Dr. David 
0, and Achsah (:'.Ioore) Collins. 

Dr. Da\'id O. Collins was for many 
years a prominent physician at Hop
kinton. He was born in England and 
came to America in boyhood. H~ 

graduated in medicine in X e\\' Eng
land. and gained eminence in the pro-
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a past master of \\'heeling Lodge. No. 
5, A. F. & A. M. He has a well-estab
lished practice and a host of friends in 
and out of the profession and in all 
portions of the State. 

IRA J. RHODES. 

IR.\ J. RHODES. the efficient 
cashier of the ~IcDo\\"ell County Bank. 
at \\ elch. West Virginia. is one of the 
to\\"I1'S nlt1ch esteemed citizens. He 
was horn in ] R7]. in Rockingham 
County. Virginia. and is a son of Jacob 
5. and Katherine (Beery) Rhodes. both 
of whom are of Dutch extraction. The 
father was a farmer of Rockingham 
Cotlnty. Both he and his wi fe he
ICln!.!"e(1 to the (;l'f111an Baptist Church. 

:\Ir. l{h .. (1c~ was eduClted in the 

common schools and after completing 
the prescribed course of instruction ac
cepted a clerical position- in a store. in 
1896 entering The Bank of Bramwell, 
Bramwell. \Vest Virginia, as book
keeper. He remained in that capacity 
for four years. In July, 1900, the :\Ic
Dowell County Bank was organized. at 
Welch, and since that time he has filled 
the responsible position of cashier of 
the institution. As a financier he is 
highly valued and his accommodating 
spirit has won him many business 
friends. 

In 1900 Mr. Rhodes married Janie 
Gibboney. who is a daughter of James 
M. and Lucy Gibboney. of \\'ythe\'ille, 
Virginia. They ha\'e one daughter.
Elizabeth. l\Irs. Rhodes belongs to the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. ~lr. 

Rhodes is a Knight Templar and 
Shriner. In politics he \'otes independ
ently. 

J,\MES BR.-\DLEY. the only un
dertaker located at New Cumberland, 
Hancock County, \\'est Virginia, at the 
present time. has also served in the ca
pacity of justice of the peace for a pe
riod of six years. He is a man of high 
standing in the community. where he 
has a host of friends. 

:\T r. Bradley was born in Bea\'er 
COl1l1ty. Pe11nsylvania. April 23. 1R-I-3. 
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injury, as most of the members of his 
company were wounded at one time or 
another. He was mustered out at 

Clarksburg. July 12. 1865. and dis
charged at \Vheeling about IO days 
later. He then returned to private life 
and for a time engaged in contracting 

a!' a carpenter. In 1872 he first en
gagell in the undertaking business and 
this has been his "ocation since that 
time. He gained the confidence of the 
people to a marked degree, and although 
he has had numerous competitors they 
did 110t remain in X ew Cumberland 
long. H is son is now in partnership 
with him. He has been justice of the 
peace for six years. anll was postmaster 
under President Harrison. bringing the 
otiice up to its present grade. He is a 
H.epuhlican. 

111 I 8()~. :\1 r. Bradley marriell J en
nie Thayer, a daughter of \Villiam 
Thayer. who died when she was small, 
and thereafter she li\"ed with an uncle 
Xathan Thayer. They ha\"c the follow
ill~ childrell: :\Iary. wife of H. C. 

Ste\\ art. of ~ cw Cumherland; Xora. 
wifl' of (;""rge \\'. ~eal; Xeltie. wido\\' 

(If J"hn l'. Fi"l1er. who died in H)02; 

Fn>d. \\ho is in partner..;hip with his 
f;·tl1er: Carrie. \\ iie of E. .\. Hart. an 
att, ,rney-at -Ia \\" of :\ ew <. 'llmherland ; 

:\I;tl,el. who died in Decemher. 1897, at 
the ag-e (,f J i years; and Oli,-e who is 

living at home. :\lr. Bradley is a mem
ber of W. A. Atkinson Post. Xo. 18, 
G. A. R. Religiously, he is a member 
of the 1\1. P. Church. 

HOWARD SCOTT SMITH. 

HOWARD SCOTT S~llTH. one 
of the leading business citizens of 
Clarksburg. Harrison County. \Vest 
\'irginia. identified with the coal. tim
her and real estate interests of that sec
tion. was born at Burlington, Iowa, 
May 24. I8(>i. lIe is a son of James 
and Ellcn (K itzmiller) Smith. the 
fortner of whnm was born in Harrison 
COUllty. \' irginia. nnw \ \' est VirgiI'ia, 

awl until his death. in 1889. at the age 
of 65 years. eng-ag-ed in farming and 
stockrai,;ing in this Stat<.'. The mother 

----- ------- --------
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of our suhject was horn at Stony Riv
er Bridge. ~Jineral County. Virginia, 
now ""est Virginia. and she still sur·, 
vives. h::n-ing age of 74 
years. She h istent mem-
ber qf the n for a long 
period. Six children are 
still living. 

Hou'anl Scott Smith was mainly 
ellttcated at Lehanon. Ohio. He left 
school to take charge of the Clarks
burg XC',\'S. which he ably edited for 
two years. H ed in the in-
terests of a , lber firm of 
Pittsburg. Pel some time. 
He is nuw nterested in 
coal. lumber and real estate in \ Vest Vir
ginia. In I~)02 he organized. in Clarks
burg. the \\"ahash Coal & Coke Compa
ny, wich is capitalized at $200.000. for 
the puropse of I manu factnr-
ing coal. coke roducts, In 
religious faitl is a Baptist. 
and in politic, He is one 
of the prog wide-awake 
young men of his section. with large 
business interests allli the capacity to 
manage them. 

\\'ILLI,\. 

the r.ank of S 
\\" est \' irginia 

-:,. cashier of 

tzel County. i 

ne 22. IRiS. 

IA 

at Broad Run. Fauquier County. Vir
ginia, and is a son of HOIl. \\"illiam H. 
and Sue (Smith) Lewis. both of whom 

of that coun 
\"is family is 
e grandparen 
"iIIiam Lewis 

\\ to \\ cl1> a _ liss :\loorhe:H . \\ ere 113. 1\ es 

of \'irginia. On the maternal side. the 
ancestry is also of the Old Dominion. 
the Smith family long helonging to 
Virginia's first families. 

illiam H. Le 
mem ber 0 f 

from FatHlui 
farmer of 

During the progress of the Civil \\'ar, 
he sen'ed as a memher of the famous 
Black Horse Ca,'alry and was one of 
General Lee's special scouts, lIe par-
t t I' many of the I I' f tl 

ing with Bu 
onment and 
ident to expo 
tt sun'i,'ed th 

the ~ge of 65 years still takes a leading 
part in public affairs in his State. The 
mother of our suhject is a daughter of 
\\' iIIiam . \. Smith and his wi fe. who 

Glas~cock. a 
\\'illiam Sm 
the noted \ \ 
(;( n·ertH)r 
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:Mrs. Lewis was one of her parents' 

seven children; several of her brothers 

served in the Confederate Army and 

met death in the service. 

Our subject is the second member 

oi the family born to his parents, viz. : 

H. :\1.; of Charlottesville, Virginia; 

William A.; Richard, who is living on 

the homestead; Thomas, who died in 

infancy; and Fanny M., who is living 

at home. Mr. Lewis was reared in 

Fauquier County and was educated at 

the Bethel ~lilitary Academy. at Bethel, 

Virginia, where he was graduated at 

the age of 18 years. For three years 

he then was engaged in a mercantile 

business at Charlottesville, Virginia, 

and in the same line located in \ \' est 

Virginia. After a period as clerk in 

the First Xational Bank at :\1anning

ton. in 1&)7. he became associated as 

cashier with the Bank of Smithfield. a 

position which he has most capably 

filled ever since. This is one of the 

sound financial institutions of the coun

ty and ~I r. Lewis' conservative and 

careful course as cashier meets with 

general approhation. 

On September 20. I()OO. he married 

:\Iae R.()hil1~lIl1. daughter of John RoiJ- ! 

ill~(lll. oi ~11Iithtidd. Fraternally he is ! 

Cllllllcctcd with :\Iannington Lodge. 

Yo . .3 I •. \. F. & .-\. ~t., and \,"hite 

Lily L(ltlg-e. ;-':".1)4. Knights (If Pvth-

ias, of Smithfield. Religiously, he be

longs to the Protestant Episcopal 

Church. 

HON. M . .... SHAWKEY. 

HO~. M. P . SI-I:\ WKEY. one of 

the he£t known educators in \\' est Vir

ginia. for six years chief clerk in the de

partment of schools. and an author of 

a number of vahwhle textbooks. was 

horn at Sigel. Jefferson County. Penn

syh·ania. February 17. IW,R He is a 

son of George an(1 :\nnie Elizaheth 

(\\'ithersJ>()()n) Shawkey. who were 

pioneers in \ \ ' estern Pennsyl vania, 

The father of :\Ir. Shawkey was 

horn near Bremen. (~ert1lany. an(1 mi-
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largest shippers in that section of the 
State. :\lr. and Mrs. Shawkey reside 
in their pleasant home on Upper Vir
ginia street, Charleston. o\·erlooking 
the Great Kanawha River. 

Religiously, ~Ir. Shawkey is con
nected with the ~\'lethodist Church. 
Fraternally, he belongs to the college 
society, Phi Delta Theta. Mr. Shaw
key has great confidence in the future 
of \Vest Virginia and is a zealous work
er for the best interests of the State. 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON HOLSWAOE. 

WILLIA:\l HEXRY H.\RRI
SOX HOLS'\":\DE. a prominent and 
representati"e business citizen of Hunt
ington, ,,'est Yirginia. was horn in 
Lewis County. Yirginia. now ,,'est 
Yirginia. Fehruary II), IR47, and is a 

son of Christian Frederick and ~lartha 
(Alkire) Holswade. 

Christian Frederick Holswade was 
born August 4, 1819, in 'Vestphalia. 
Prussia, and died at his home near 
Spencer, Roane County, 'Vest Virginia, 
in 1876. He came to the Cnited States 
in 18.35, and in 1846 was married to 
:\fartha Alkire, daughter of Nicholas 
:\lkire, one of the most prominent citi
zens of Lewis County, Virginia, now 
\\" est Virginia. Their children were: 
William Henry Harrison, Joseph Al
kire, George Washington and John 
::\larcellus. 

The subject of this sketch was edu
cated in the common schools and at 
:\larshall College State Konnal School, 
and subsequently taught school in 
Roane and Kanawha counties. He re
moved to Huntington in l\Jarch. 1873, 
and for the following two years assist
ed :\1. H. Brooks in the post office. He 
then engaged in the book and news busi
ness with Herman Jenkins as partner . 
. \ fterwards he embarked in a furniture 
or house furnishing business to which 
he h;>_s e\"er since de\'oted his time and 
energies. and modestly admits a remark
ahle (legree of success. 

In Septemher. 1875. Mr. Holswade 
was married to Georgie Ella Gallagher, 
eldest daughter of James and :\Iary Gal
lagher of Huntington. and one son 



ME~ OF WEST VIRGINIA 439 

was born to this union on April 6, 1878, His beautiful and commodious 
and bears the name of James Frederick. home, tastefully furnished and liberally 
Mr. Holswacle. wife and son are all supplied with choice books, as well as 
members of the First Presbyterian his magnificent store and its appoint
Church of Huntington and are among ments attest his superior taste and liber
its most liberal supporters and acti ve a1 intellectual endowments. 
workers. 

Mr. Holswade is prominently con
nected with several fraternal societies. 
among which are the ~{asons. Odd Fel
lows, Knights of Honor and ~ational 
Lnion. In the Masonic bodies he has 
been recognized as worthy of great re
sponsihility, has served in many official 
position, and is past master of Hunt
ington Lodge, No. 5 I, A. F. & A. ~1.; 
past commander of Huntington Com
mandery, NO.9, K. T.; past gran(1 
commander of the Grand Commandery. 
Knights Templar, of West Virginia; 
and is a life memher of the Grand En
campment. Knights Templar, of the 
United States. 

. -\Ithough one of the busiest of busi
ness men, Mr. Holswade has always 
taken a lively interest in the affairs of 
Huntington and has 1110st efficiently 
filled many positions of confidence and 
tntst conferred upon him by his fellow 
citizens in such organizations as the 
Chamber of Commerce, ~[erchants As
sociation and Board of Education, of 
which latter body he is at present the 
honored president. 

EDGAR T. SPRINKLE • 

EDGAR T. SPRI~KLE, sheriff 
of ~IcDowell County, \Vest Virginia, 
and a weII known resident of \ Velch, 
was born in Smyth County. Virginia, 
in 1868. He is a son of William H. 
and BeIJ (Richardson) Sprinkle. 

William H. Sprinkle was born in 
I8.p, and is a prominent farmer of 
Smyth County. Virginia. He sen-ed 
alI through the Civil War, in the Con-
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federate Army. In politics :\lr. Sprinkle 
is a Republican. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
South. The mother of Sheriff Sprinkle 
was also born in Smyth County. and 
died in 188,5, at the age of 47 years. 
She was a consistent member of the 
~Iethodist Episcopal Church, South. 
A family of six children was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sprinkle. 

Edgar T. Sprinkle obtained his edu
cation in the common schools of Smyth 
County and then went into the service 
of the Xorfolk & Western Railway 
Company in 1888 as telegraph operator 
and station agent. Since 1&)1 he has 
been a resident of McDowell County. 
He resided in Vivian township seven 
years and has been a resident of \Velch 
one year. In November, 1900, he was 
elected to the office of sheriff of Mc
Dowell County. In this difficult posi
tion ~lr. Sprinkle has given excellent 
satisfaction. carrying out the intent of 
the law without fear or favor. 

In I&)6 Sheriff Sprinkle was mar
ried to Ollie ~eff. who was horn in 
Smyth County. Virginia, and is a 
daughter of James P. and Fannie Xeff. 
They ha\'e one daughter. Vivian. ~Irs. 

Sprinkle is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. In politics Sheriff Sprinkle is 
a Republican and an influential member 
of his party. 

HON . A. E. KENNEY. 

HON. A. E. KE~NEY, member of 
the West Virginia House of Delegates. 
from Grantsville, Calhoun County. and 
one of the ablest attorneys of that sec
tion of the State. was born October 5, 
1867, and is a son of M. and Mary E. 
Kenney, both of whom are of Irish ex
traction, although born near ~lcCon
ne\sville, Ohio. The father of :\1r. 
Kenney was engaged in a mercantile 
business and was also interested in the 
development of oil properties. 

The educational ad\'antages enjoyeu 
by our subject were of an excellent 
character. After completing the course 
at Burning Springs High School in 
\Virt County. West Virginia, he began 
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the study of the law, inheriting a 
natural ability for this profession from 
a long line of Irish ancestors. After 
practicing for a time ~t Grants\'iIIe, in 
1893 he went to Georgetown Cniver
sity, Washington, D. C, where he 
graduated in 1895, with the degree of 
LL. :\J. He located at Grants\'iIIe, and 
immediately entered actively into poli
tics. His ability was soon recognizecl 
and in 1&)6 he was elected to the House 
of Delegates and has been honored by 

re-elections in 1<)00 and 1902. In IB97 
he was made a member of the Con-
stitut ional C oml1lission. On the floor 
of the House of Delegates he has shown 
so much political acumen and organiz
ing ability, that he earned for himself 
the honor of being elected by his party 
in caucus as leader of the steering 
committee and was the nominee of the 
minority for Speaker of the Honse. 
Although helonging to the minority 
side of .the House, his political tactics 
were of such a nature as to secure the 
passage of a number of important 
measures, in which a large proportion 
of his constituents were interested. His 

ful career in the same field. Mr. 
Kenney is one of the leading Demo
crats of Calhoun County. Aside from 
his political work he has found time 
for ',arious literary efforts, and "Ken
ney's Geography of West Virginia" is 
a favorite textbook. 

:\1 r. Kenney in addition to his law 
practice has gh'en considerable time to 
org~nizing se\'eral oil and gas com
panies that have developed territory ill 
Calhoun and Gilmer Counties. 

long occupancy of this honorable po· REV. JOHN FRANK BAXTER. 

sition has enable :\Ir. Kenney to be-
come thoroughly acquainted with the REV. JOH~ FR:\~K B.\XTER, 
political situation in West Virginia and son of Jacob and Saraphina (Shan
his abilities are stich that it seems safe non) naxter, was born in \\'ashington 
to predict for him a continued succe~s- County, Tennessee, in 1866. 

8 
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evidence. His pastorate has been one 
of more than ordinary duration ami 
has been attended with success. 

~Iountain State Business College. at 
Parkersburg. and entered upon an ac
ti\'e career while quite young. He be-
gan by huying and selling timber at the 
age of 22 years and has heen IOClted at 
I lt11ltington since I H<J-l. He organized 
the P,ig ',"oo(ls Lumher Company. and 
the Big ,,'oods, Lombard & Re:l River 
Railroad C()!1lpany, opf'rating in Ken
tucky. and is vice-president of and a 
director of the same: the company con
trols over 6.000 acres of heavily tim
bered land amI some 13 miles of well 
equipped narrow-gauge railroad. This 
property is located near the center of 
the Kentucky oil fields and the land is 
also underlaid with coal. He is abo 
extensi\'ely interested in about 232.000 

acres of coal and timber lands, and is 
J. WALTER HAMBRICK. pushing developing work. He is also 

J. W.\LTER II:\~IBRICK. one pres:dent of the Crown Coal & Lumher 
of the most acti\'e pro:lloters and stir
ring ) oung business men of I I unting
ton, \Vest Virginia. was born in ~lasot; 

County, ',"est Virginia. :\pril 3. IR78. 
He ;s the presi(lent of the Crown Coal 

& Lumber Company and the owner ami 
manager of an immense plant at Cen
tral City engaged in tIle manufacture 
of nail kegs and O\'al wood dishes. he· 
sides being hoth acth'ely and financially 
interested in a number of other suc
cessf ul enterprises. 

~I r. H amhrick was e:lucated at the 

Company, hut for some time past he 
has heen giving particular attention to 
the management and impro\·cment. hy 

the introduction of up-to-date machin
ery. (If his plant at Central City where 
he manu factures nail kegs and o\'al 
wood dishes. ~ T r. lIambrick has in 
addition to his Central City plant a 
thoroughly equipped saw and planing 
mill which enablcs him to pr()(luce his 
own material for huilding his houses 
amI hoxes for his OWI1 purpose. He al
so has fur a supply of raw material over 





MEN OF WEST VIRGIKIA 445 

Elson Crawford had only the elluca
tional a(h'antages to be had in attend
ance upon the common schools. with 
two terms of select school. hut his nat
ural inclinations along mechanical and 

engineering lines ha \'e heen used with 
fair success. for he has gi ven his em

ployers entire satisfaction along those 
lines, In 1 R9 1 he remO\'ed to H unting
ton. anll in September of that ye:tr ac
cepte(1 a position in the repair depart

ment of the II untington Electric Light 
& Street Railway Company's car barn, 
al1(1 in 1 R95 was made master mechanic. 
which position he held until .\pri! 16. 
H)OO. when he resigned and entered the 

field of ci"il engineering. a genera! 
practice of which he has since enjoyed, 

In ::\ovemher. 1900. he was elected to 
the office of county sUr\'eyor, and in 

~Iay. 1901. was made city engineer. 
"'ithout the advantages of resident 
college training. JI r. Crawford cre:1its 
the greater portion of his success to the 
thorough presentation of the theory of 
engineering by the International Cor
respondence Schools of Scranton, 

Pennsylvania. in which he has been a 

student since 1 g93. 
Jlr. Crawford married a Miss Yates 

oi Lawrence County. Ohio. and they 
have a family of six sons, namely: 

Herschel. Fre(leric L.. Charles Hobart. 
Rohert E ,'an, James JJ yron and John 

Perry. His residence is at Xo. 520 7th 
street. In politics, :\lr. Crawford is a 
I\.epublican. He was at one time a 
member of Gen. Jli1roy Camp. Sons of 

Veterans. his right coming through his 
father, who was a member of Company 

E. 5th keg .. \\'est Virginia Vol. Inf., 

for three "elrs and three months in the 
War of the Rehellion. hut that is the 
only secret society with which he has 
ewr been connecte(l. 

E. A. HILL. M. 0, 

E. :\. HILL. :\1. D .. a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Salem. Har
rison County. \"est Virginia. was born 
September .s. IRon. near the headwaters 
of :\1cKim Creek. Tyler County. "'cst 
Virginia. and is a Slll1 of Ira and ~le\-
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on January 16. 1892, in favor of Anton 

Reymann. the present incumbent. 

:\Tr. DuBois was married January 

;q. 1857. tu Ellen Zane .\rmstrong. a 

native of Wheeling. and daughter of the 

late Francis Rawdon Armstrong. who 

immigraterl with his parents from I re

bnd to Yirginia when a lad. Our sub

ject and his wife had two daughters, 

one of whom is now li\'ing, :\Iary P., 

wi fe of J. J. H ollo",a y, a well known, 

enterprising citizen of \ \'heeling. :\1 r. 

DuBois has made his home in Leather
wood fur many years. ha \'ing com

menced to imprO\'e it in I R()R It is 

\'ery beautiful and attractive. :\Iuch of 

the shrubbery and all of the trees were 

plante(1 by his own hand. It is a charm

ing place and one of the most attacti \'e 

homes in that suhurhan village. His 

wi fe died July 24, 1894. 

:\ T r. Du Bois has heen connected 

with many puhlic enterprises outside 

of his regular husiness as an iron and 

sted manufacturer. .\t present he is a 

director of the "'heeling Steel & I ron 
Company. \ \'heeling an(1 Elm (;ro\,e 

Railroad Company and Franklin I n

Sllrance Company. Ill' was a mem

her of the City Council for a 

tiJI~e. He has heen a :\Iason for 

the past 4X years. and has heen a 
memher of the vestry of St. :\Iatthew's 

Protestant Fpiscopal Church 3 I years. 

being at present senior warden. He is 

well known as a man of honor and in

tegrity. 

ARMOR STEWART COOPER, 

:\IUTOR STE\\',\RT COOPER. 

a prominent citizen of X ew Cumber

land. 1-1 ancock County, \ \' est \'irginia, 

has sen'e(1 in the capacity of county 

clerk since I X~6 in such a manner as 
to gain the apprO\'al of his fellow citi

zens. He was born at Port Homer, 

Jefferson County, Ohio. February 6, 
I R()6. and is a son of Ephraim \ \'. alHl 

Harriet S. (Stewart) Cooper. and 
grandson of ,\Ie:..:ander an(1 Elizaheth 

(\'antilhurg) Cooper. 
Alexander Cpo per . who was a 

nati\'e of "'ashington County. Penn
syh'ania. migrate(1 in early life to Jeffer-
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E. R. B. MARTIN. 

E. R. B. ~L\RTI~, a prominent 
memhcr of the Pleasants County bar, 
residing at St. ~Iarys. was born August 

II, 1l-\7-l. near ~Iiddlehourne, Tyler 
County. \\'est Virginia, and is a son of 
Rohert B. F. and Laur~ (Engle) ~Iar
tin, the iormer of whol11 was a son of 
Reuben and X ancy (Courtney) ~Iartin, 
the latter of whom was of Scotch-Irish 

descent. and was horn on the passage 
from J reland to New York. 

The maternal grandfather of our 
subject was Christian Engle, whose 
ancestors came from Saxony. Chris
tian Engle was born in Greene County, 
Pennsyh'ania, in 1817, and came to 

what is now \Vest Virginia in 1837, by 
way of the ~lonongahela and Ohio 
rivers. stopping first at Sisters\'ille, and 

then proceeding to Middlebourne. 
where he still resides at the age of 8.~ 
years. Christian Engle is perhaps more 
widely known as an old pioneer and 
useful citizen than any other \Vest Vir
g!111an. For 42 years he sen-ed con
tinuously as Circuit Court clerk of Ty
ler COllnty and was the first deputy 
clerk of the combine·l Circuit and 
County courts before the separation. 
and went out of office in 1897. This is 
the most remarkable public record in 
the State. He was noted for his nnr· 
"elous memory,-of people, papers, 
ennts, and it has been said that he wa" 
better posted in common law practicl' 
than most of the lawyers, who fre
quently consulted him. It was under 
this very capable man that the suhject 
of this sketch gained his most valuable 
kno\\'ledg-e of the COm'110n law, which 
led him into the study of the law ane! 
e\'entllally to his admission to the bar. 
The wife of Christian Engle, Amy 
Hartley, was of English, Irish and Ger
man extraction, and was born in Greene 
COllnty, Penllsyh'ania. in 1818, and 
died in 1898, The Engles and Hart
leys came together to \Vest Virginia. 
The Courtneys settled in Monongalia 
County, Virginia, now \Vest Virginia. 
The ~Iartins were of German descent 
and natives of \Vest Virginia. 

Robert B. F. Martin was one of 
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lifelong Republican. this being a family 
trait. and he has devoted much study 
to the fundamental principles of this 
party and is a man thoroughly informed 
on all affair5 pertaining to State and 
national as well as civic matters. 

On February 6. 1900, )'fr. Martin 
was married to Jessie E. Stealey, 
daug-hter of L. L. amI :\lary H. (Bill
ingsley) Stealey, of Tyler County. 
They ha\'e one son. Bruce, born July 
q. J 902. Their heauti fnl home is situ
ate(1 Oil the Ohio River, in St. :\Iarys. 

OENIUS PAYNE. 

GE~lUS PA Y:\E, president of 
the Salem Hank, at Salem, Harrison 
County. \Vest Virginia, and one of the 
large land owners and oil producers of 

that county, was born November 25, 
1844, on the \Vest Fork River, three 
miles from Clarksburg, Harrison 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia. 
He is a son of Thomas T. and Henri
etta (Smith) Payne, the former of 
whom was born April 8, 1814, in 
Fall<]uier County, Virginia, being a son 
of Tnrner and Lucy (Payne) Payne. 

The Paynes are old residents of 
Virginia, the fanlily having been estab
lished there at an early day by four 
brothers from England. It has been an 
agricnltural family. 

Turner Payne was a son of Thomas 
Payne. who died in Virginia. Turner 
Payne and his family remo\'ed to \ Yest
ern Virginia about 1840, remaining for 
a time in Taylor County and then set
tleel in Harrison County on the Judge 
Lee place, on the \Vest Fork River, 
now known as the Gore farm. Turner 
Payne amI Lucy Payne had four chil
dren, namely: Francis B., who spent 

I his life in Harrison County; Susan, 
who ne,'er married; Thomas T., who 

died August 19, 1899; and Sarah,-all 
are now deceased. The grandfather of 
our subject died in 1862, aged 82 years, 
his wife having died in 1850. 

Thomas T. Payne, the father of 
Genius Payne, lind to the age of 85 
years. He was twice married. The 
mother of Genius Payne died in 1834, 





MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 457 

a member of the Baptist Church, and 
:\Irs. Payne a member of the :\lethodist 
Episcopal Church. 

WILLIAM COLUMBUS QUITMEN WILSON, M. D. 

WILLLUI COLV:\IBCS QCIT
:\IE~; \YlLSOX, :\L D., a successful 
practitioner of medicine and surgery at 
)'Iannington, :'.farion County, \Vest 
Virginia, was born in 18.+9, at Ca
tawba, ~\Iarion County, Virginia, now 
\\'est Virginia, and is a son of Will
iam and Ann Eliza (Devault) Wilson. 

William Wilson was born in Ma
rion County and died at the age of 28 
years, the same year our subject was 
born. He "'as both a teacher and a 
ianner. In politics he was a \Vhig. 
The mother of Dr. \Vilson "'as also 

4 

born in l\larion Connty and her death 
ncct:rred three 1110nths after that of her 
husband. She was a de\'out member 
of the ~Iethotlist Church. 

Our subject was his parents' only 
child and was left an orphan in infancy, 
lie was educated in the C0111mon 
schoob atl(llater attended :\[organtown 
Fniversity and subsequently taught 
school. He read medicine with Dr. J. 
:\1. Lazell, of Fainnount, and in Ig6!) 
entered Starling :\le(lical Cullege at 
Columbus, Ohio, where he was grad
uated in Ig72. From 1872 to July, 
18g7, he practiced his profession at 
Xe\\" Freeport, Pennsyh'ania, and then 
settled at :\[annington, :'.farion County, 
\Vest Virginia, where he has been suc
cessfully engaged ever since. During 
his residence in Pennsylvania he was 
president of the medical society of his 
connty and he has been identified with 
hoth county and State societies as well 
as the . \merican :'.Iedical Association 
since he has been located in \\. est Vir
gll11a. For 10 years he has been a 
member of the board of pension ex
aminers, under the administrations of 
Presidents Harrison, :'.lcKinley and 
Roosevelt. Dr. \\'ilson was a charter 
member of the Exchange Bank of :'.lan
nington, one of the sOllnd financial in
stitutions of the county, has been one 
of the directors since the bank's organ-
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ization and is held in high esteem, both 

personally and professionally. 

111 1874 Dr. \\'ilson was married 

to Lucy E. Owen. who was born in 

New Freeport. I'ennsyh'ania, and died 

in I s~) at the age of 40 years. She 

was a daughter of I. X. Owen. then a 

resi,Ient of Pennsylvania. The five 

children born to this union were: 

Charles J.; :\lal:e! H ., deceasc:!; .\r1a 

n.. deccased; (;race :\1. and .\nnie E. 
In I~)8 Dr. \\'ilson was marrie(l to 

;\rIa Owen. a sister of his first wife. 

The family helong to the Baptist 

Church. Fraternally the Doctor is a 

Mason. 

T. E. A, 11 .. ", ",,,H, 

T. E, ,\, RE:\:\ER. a rl'tirccl Illl'r

chant IIi 1 :uffalo. Putnam C, '\1I1ty. 

\\'l"l \'irg'inia. W:\5 hllm ,\pril 2i. 
1)-:2('. in lite Crane! Duchy. Sa:o.:c-\\"ie-

mar, ne;}r J ena, in the historic locality 

where the Emperor Napoleon defeated 

the l'rttssian Army, His parents were 

.1'. and :\Iagdalene (Miller) Renner, 

the former of whom was a professor in 

the Cni\'ersity of lena, continuing his 

lectures there, making a specialty of 

comparati"e anatomy and veterinary 
-; urge ry , until his death at the age of 

82 years. The mother died aged 74 
years. 

:\lr. Re:1I1er, of this sketch, is one 
r)f a family of nine children, five of 

whom still 5\1 \"\'i,'e, namely: Edward, 

who li,'cs near l'arkershurg; August, 

who li,'es in Xc\\' York; Ernest, who 

resides in Germany ncar the old home; 

Elin, who is marriCil a11<lli\'es at lena; 

lIld T. E. :\., the suhject of this sketch. 

:\1 r. Renner was well educate:1 in 

:Jis nati \c country and secure:1 an ex
cJlent p()~ition ~,s clerk in a C;lurt • 

. \'hich he held until 1854. when at the 
!l,'e of ..!~ years. he came to :\merica. 
, 1 is cOl1ling was in the nature of a 

',isit to rdatiH's atHI friends near Park
ershurg. I Ie engage(1 in farm \\'nrk 

with his fril'llds and there 111et a :\Ir. 

Sta rk. w hI) was an c:o.:tensi \'c piano 111al1-

uiactt!rer at Pittsburg. Throt1gh the 
I htter'~ lilt fIlCitlctioll. he formed a part

lll'rship in 1 ~:i:i. with Dr. C. :\1. Pitrat. 
I.i ntlftah I. in a general store (after 
\\·c .rklllg' in the :\Ierchant mill f()r a 
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time). They starte:l their business 

it1~t south of where the mill now stands 
ancl the business was conducte(1 under 

the firm name of C. :\1. Pitrat. ~lr. 

Renner withdrew from this partner

ship in 1879 and engaged in a similar 

line of business at Re:l House as man
ager for J. F. Paston, remaining there 

h"e years. He then eagagerl in busi
ness for himself at Pliny, \\"est Yir

ginia. and remaine<l there five ye:.rs, 

<luring which time he hecame affiicte(1 

with rheumatism. This C3use(1 him to 

sell his husiness and retire from ac

tivity. He has not engaged in any l>:1r

ticular Imsiness sillce I X<)5. 
In IX39 ~lr. Renner was united 111 

marriage to Caroline Stark. who was 
horn in Hanau, Germany, an(1 was edu

cated at Pittshurg. hut who then re- I 

side(1 at Buffalo, where she was a popu

lar school teacher. To them were horn 

fi"e children, of whom the three sun-iv

ors are: F. J. C .. a merchant at Bu f

falo: Li<la S., wife of J. E. Frazier at 

I:uffalu: and Emil F .. of Buffalo. :\1 rs. 
Renner died ~Iarch I I, IXX(l. :\Ir. 
){e:1I1er has heen a prominent man in 

his locality an(1 has sen'edl:oth as town 

rl'conlcr ami as councilman. lie had 

heen fllr 12 ye:lrs postmaster at Buf

falo when he resig-ne;\ in 1X7<). In the 

following year he heClll1e postmaster 
at [{e(i I louse and so continued until 

1885. He also served as postmaster 

at Pliny and Frazier's Bottom, \\' est 
\irginia,-three yelrs at the former 

place and one ye:tr at the latter. In 
pl)litic'> he is a RepubliC1n. In relig

i011s helief. he was re'lre:! in the Luth

eran faith. 

OKEY JOrtNSON CHAMBE.l.3. 

OKEY JOH:\SO:\ CI LUI HERS, 
an ahle memher of the Roane Coullty 

bar. residing at Spencer, was horn July 
10. IX70, at \\"alnut Grm'e, Ro:me 

Cot:nty. \\"est Virg-inia, and is a SOI1 

of L. D. Chamhers. o:le of the pioneers 

of that county. 
:\1 r. Chamhers wor~;ed on the home 

hrm and recei\"e(1 only the educational 
a(l\"antages offere(1 by the local com

mon schools. He was a "ery faithful 
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Mr. :md .. \lrs. Jacobs have an attractive 
home and a pleasant social circle in 

Charleston. The tl\'e children born to 
them are; Frances St. Leger, who 
married Fre(1 Babcock, a prominent 
lumber merchant of Pittsburg, Penn
sylvania. is a talented singer ancl as a 
teacher of vocal music has a wide repu
tation; Charles L. is 3. graduate of the 
'Vest Virginia l·niversity at :\;Iorgan
to\\'I1; Leslie is decelsed; and Edith 

anel Francis are at home. Fraternally, 
!>orr. Jacohs is a ~lason. In politics he 
is an active Repuhlican but is no office 
::ceker. He is a liberal. puhlic spirited 

gmI<I. was born in 1862, at Cpland, 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania. He 
is a son of Charles and ~Iary (Gibson) 
Firth. 

Charles Firth is a nath'e of York
shire, England. He came to America 
in 1854 and settled at Cpland, Dela
ware County, Pennsylvania, where he 
eagaged in his trade of \ ... eaver. He 
belongs to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. The mother of our subject 
was horn in Queenstown, Ireland, and 

dieel ill 1893, at the age of 56 ye:us. 
She was a consistent member of the 
Baptist Church. These parents reared 

man amI a represe:ltati\'e citizen of a fallllly of four sons and one daughter. 
Charle~t()n. Ge(lrge Firth was educated in the 

GEORGE FIRTH. 

CEI)R(;E rIRTl1. ca.;hier of the 

('r""ier e .. al & C, ,ke Company, at Ell.;:

h .. rn. :\1c»'J\\cll CO\1llt~·. \\'est \,ir-

common schools at Chester and at Gil
bert's .\cademy. After finishing his 

education, he was employed for four 
months as clerk of the Republican State 
Central Committee of Pennsyh'ania 
and then was engaged as bookkeeper 
with the Crozier Iron Company. ~Ir. 

Firth n:mained with that company for 

15 y~ars. In IX<;R he went to Bristol. 

Tennessee. with the Virginia Iron & 
Coal Company. remaining a perio(1 of 

"j x months. for the purpose of selling 
pIg irun. Ile then returned tn the Cro
zier company and came to Elkhorn as 
ca~hicr fur the Crozier Coal & Coke 
Clmpany. a p()sition he fills with the 

greatcst eti;cicncy. 
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In 1899 ~[r. Firth was united in 
marriage with Erika Bjerkander, who 
was born ill Stockholm, Sweden. They 
ha\'e one child, Eric. 1\lrs. Firth is a 

mcmher of the Lutheran Church. In 
politics. :\Ir. Firth is an independent. 
Fraternally he belongs to the :\Iasons 
and the Elks. 

HON. E, H. MORTON, 

HO~. E. H. ~rORTO~. member 
of the \\"e~t \'irginia House of Dele
gate~ from \\' ehstcr Springs. \ Yebster 
County. \\' cst Virginia. was born in 
18(,6 on a farm in \\'ebster County. 
and is a son of George and Hannah C. 

::\lorton. the former of whom is en
gagcd in agricultural pursuits in \Yeh
stcr County. 

:Mr. 110rton was educated in the 
common schools of \ Vebster County 
and the LTni\"ersity of \Vest Virginia 

at :\lorgantown. where he was gradu

ated in law in 1891. 

In I ~89 he was elected county 
sl1perint,endcnt of schools for \Vehster 

County amI in 1892 was elected to the 
office of prosecuting attorney for said 
county, serving a term of four years. 

He was appointed assistant prosecut
ing attorney for l\icholas County in 
1897, which position he held for a term 
of four years. 

H is connection with politics has 
been since young manhood. He was 
electeel by the Democratic party to his 
present hOl1orahle position in 1902; his 
sen-ices during the past session have 
heen of IJenefit to his party and the 
country at large. llc has risen from 
the ranks in his profession. heing an 
entirely self-ma(le man. and has a large 
and lucrati,'c practice. He is attorney 

fl'r the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 
Company and various other corpora
tions ill his section of the State. Prior 
to his election to the Legislature. he 
was commissioner of school lal111s for 

\Yehster COllnty. 
} n 18<) I ~I r. ~l orton was married 

to )1ary :\kCray and has a family of 
five children. His heauti ful home at 

\\"el:ster Springs is a large estate where 
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a herd of fine deer is one of the attrac
tions. Fraternally l\lr. Morton IS a 
member of the Masonic bodies. 

HON. MORTIMER W, FRAME 

JlOX. )'lORTOIER \\'. FR,\~lE, 
XestlJr of the Clay County bar, sen'ed 
as prosecuting attorney of the county 
for a period of 16 years, and is classed 
;!IlJong" the foremost lawyers of the 
State of "'cst \'irginia. He was born 
un a fdr1l1 along the Kanawha River, 
ncar BlIlltown. ilraxton County, Vir
ginia. no\\" \\'est \'irginia. and is a son 
of .Tames and Elizaheth (Wilson) 
Frame. 

The lirst of our subject's paternal 
ancestors to locate in this country was 
lbnd Frame. who came from Ire
land and located in Yirginia prior to 

the I{e\'Olutionary \Yar. He sen'ed 
throughout the struggle for independ
ence, and lived near Huntersville, Po
cahontas County, where he died. His 
sons mo\'ed to Braxton County, among 
them James Frame, the grandfather of 
011r ~ubject. The latter was a farmer 
ami also followed the trade of a mill
wright throughout life. 

James Frame, the father of our 
subject, li,'ed at Frametown, Braxton 

County, from 1809 to the spring of 
J 8++. when he removed to what is no\\' 
Clay County, West Virginia, but which 
was then a part of Braxton County. 
This removal took place when the sub
ject oi this sketch was 18 months old. 

Cnder the law of Virginia, he was 
nominated for the position of justice 
of the peace by the County Court and 

recei\'ed his appointment from the gO\'
ernur. He sen'ed in this office for 18 

years in his new home. He practiced 
law in Clay County from the erection 
of the county in 1859 up to 1861, when 
the war between the States put an end, 
for the time being, to peaceful occu
pations. He and his three sons took 
the side of the South in that great con
flict, and all were disfranchised by the 
"test oath," until that impediment was 
remo\'ed in J 8i 2. As he was prevented 
from practicing his profession on ac
C0l111t of this. he abandoned his law 








